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State of the Art Studio Nears Completion!

A5 T wreate this, the final stages of constrachon are
being cornpleted for may nessr shadio <which 45 an
addition to out hotne. T am tremendously exeited!
It il miwee e 1000 square feet of wothing and
gallery space writh a spacious storage loft for all of
ray supplies. The work are a has north light wsin-
dowrs soaring 13 feet high, Almost evetyone who
has seet1 the project has cornented “T can’t wrait
to see yous first painting done here!™ Mowr that's
intirridating! But [ am anrions to get in there and
et to swrork - it's trualy a drearn cotne toae.

At the beginning of the constracton last January
Allan annd [ werere regaled werith hotror stosies of the
pitfalls of small constachion and cestainly e wwrere

avrare of hover lowr i priosity this type of wrork can

be for budlders. But the gods sere rith
us and throughot it all e e blessad
writh the most wondesful peopls who

wrothed on the project - considerate, po-
lite, conscientious, who took gre at pride

i1 their wwrork.

I fact, onice I get settled it wre're going
to hawe a party for everyore who wsrorked
ot it frowm the architect, Fichard Chersy,
to Cortez Constmaction and all the sub-
cofitractors, their ctewrs and farmilies. IFN
be a lot of fun and give thern a chance to
see their finished ssrogh.

Random Thoughts

Although yrow'se wreloome to wsit
the studio at anyr tirne—and [ hope
you wll—ase’ll be havwing a grand
opetiing weception i the Fall. Inw-
tations whll be sent, of coutse. [
wrould like to hawve it sooner but
sutrmer is 50 busy and a lot of folks
are gwray. Besides iF]l mive fre some
tirne to cormplete nevwr wrog, While
the constraction wwras exciting and
fury, it drastically mat into sy paint-
ityg schedule and concentration.

%While browrsing through some art hooks
taceritly, I catre across a quote from
Juan Gris, “¥ou are lost the moment
you ko sahat the sesult wnll be™. And
I savwer the ttuth in that. In the past shen
people asked e if T could see howr the
paitthing wsrould end, T felt the answer
weras yes. I sawr it and painted it to that

hawe a subject before e, sitherin a pho-

tograph or en plein air, it sitoply prodes

+* Nobody sees a
flower—really—it is
so small it takes time
to see. We haven't
the time. And to see
takes time, like to
have a friend takes
time.

4 jurping off point for me. What freedom
at1d jor painhing can be when I detach
tmyself fromm the result and take pleasure in
the simple act of putting dowm the paint
ot pastel, manipulating it, creating axciting
color and walue patterns, and lething my
end. Butno longer. Mowr [ let the lomse of it all cotme through.
painthing paint itself, lot rorself becotne a

channel for it to ermerge. Esen though I

« Georgia O 'Keefe
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"Becyoie Path" Fartel

I sim ply look at
what the universe
has to show me, and
use my brush to

give an account of

it

Clhude Moner

In1 Jatmaary, my painting “Adobe Retreat™ took first prize at the Pikes

Perspectives

Internatronal Award

Itn May I wras honored to be
innducted into the Masters Cir-
cle of the International Asso-
ciabion of Pastel Sorvieties at
their convention in Raleigh,
H.C. At the Saturdar night
banquet I, along writh 13 other
artists, wras presented with a
zold medallion for may ot in

the mediwm of pastel.

tions, I had not planned to

Although T usaally athend all of

the [APS setri-ariual conven-

attennd this one. But when the

President of JAPS called to tell
tne of the award and encous-
aged me to be present, Allan
wras o the phone that night to
book our flight! Tt wwras a very
exciting fewr days. My painbing,
“Biorele P ath™, pictured at laft
weras the painting that e arned e
the final point for inclasion into
the Masters Circle. The paint-
1% 15 niowr on exhibit at At
Source Galleryin Raleigh M. C.

The keynote speaker at the han-
quet, Stephen Doherty, Editor-
it1-Chief of Asrnerican Astist

Lemonade From FLemons

It's been nine rmonths sinee [ had
totator maff surge sy on sy left
shioulder and It gratefial that sy
tecovwery wwras very suocessfal. i
left-handed and the initial inflam-
triation wras caused by the repet-
twe moton of painting— palette
to easel, easel to palette over and
owet for long hours at a time.
The tendonitis becarne a fuull tear
writh a simple act of iftine a box
to ahigh shelf. The surzeon
told tre I wsrouldi’t be able to
paint for 3 to 5 months and that

posed aterrible dilernina for me.

Exhibits

Peak Paste]l Sosiety show in Colorado Springs.

Cie painting was incladed in the International Association of P astel
Sonetes exhibit at ArtSouree Gallery in Raleigh, N.C. for the month of

Ml ay.

Fiwe paintings, oils and pastels, will be showm at the Sangre de Cristo
Aurts Center, Pusblo, Colotado, in their exhibit * Repere s enting the “West™.

This showr will nan from Septermber 22 through October.

Hower could I not paint for that
losag? I eouldi’t. So I started
somme sitrple, small shadies of
skies writh my vight hand. I
fimared they could be loose and
unstrachared. That turmed out
fairly wrell. Then on to sorme
basiclandscapes, again loose
and free. Gettitir a litte hetter.
It seerned in no tirme I wras
cotrpletitnge full paintings with
ooy tight hand and <sras uttesdy
armared that there seemed to be
no differernce in those painted
writh rmy left hand and those

Magarine, gave a talk describ-
g the painting trips he, to-
gether writh Forbes Magazine,
organized i presious rears to
brifir together selected artists
to paint in wery special parts of
the wrotld. I wsras happy to see
itmages of me projected on the
soreetl paitibing at the enor-
trious Fotbes Ranch in Colo-
tado and at the Forbes Chateau

i1 Mormandy, France.

with my vight hand. Thiee
wreeks after surgery srith oy
attm shill i at rpmobilizer, [
pairited and delivered a diptych
to Fich Designs, a galleryin
Colotado Springs. Now Frmoa
trae swrtch-hitter and arn com-
fottable painting wnth either
hand. “When one gets tived, the
othet takes ower. What fun!
Homsrewet, I still hawen't tras-
tered the skill of using both at
the satre titne!

Thiee pastel paintings are being showr at the AR,
Mitchell Musewrn’s Fiest Street Gallery in Trinidad,
CO fromm June 3 -June 12 as part of the Pikes Peak

Pastel Society’s Members” Exhibit.

Cie pastel painting wil be included in the Degas Pas-
tel Society Mermbers’ Exhibit in Neswr Otleans, LA in

Septermber.

Inn April three oil paintings sete juried into an exhibit
of Wornen Artists of the %West showr it Newhall, CA

‘Thanks to s0 mnay of you who have supported me over the years, either by collecting my work or with your

encouragem ent, a dvice and enthusiasm. I always enjoy hearing from sou!

Visit me on the web at www.francesdo ddari.com or e-mail me at fdo ddart [@mindspring.com




